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Well-known Gonseluationist Goodwin passes 0n
By Maggie Kelch

Contributing Writer
Urbana, Ohio
The State of
Ohio - and the -nation - lost a
true conservationist on Nov. 18
when Gene Goodwin passed
away at the age of 82.

Goodwin was a graduate of
Ohio State University, where
he played football for Coach
Woody Hayes. During college,
he completed four years of Air
Force Reserve Officers Training
Corps where he received his
pilot's'training.

Following graduation,
Goodwin went to work for
Central Soya, managing the
advertising department for the
manufacturer of livestock feeds.
After several years, he left to
start his own consulting business. In addition to lobbying, he
worked for the Ohio Exposition
Commission as the assistant
manager of the Ohio State Fair
in charge of public relations.
In the mid 1960s, he went

to work with josten's selling
class rings and related school
products. Goodwin and his
wife, Shirley, ran this business together for nearly 20
years. In the early 1980s, they
foimed their own company
called Winners' Edge and sold
school-related products. Later,
they formed another company,
Winners' Edge Marine, which
distributed boats and trailers to
five Midwest states.

For more than 60 years,
Goodwin was involved in
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conservation, outreach, and
education efforts to support
wildlife, hunting, and shooting
in Ohio and nationally.
Growing up on a farm in rural
Van Wert County, he always
loved the outdoors. His love of
duckhunting led him to become
active in Ducks Unlimited (DU).

Goodwin said he became
involved because he wanted
to see the sports that he loves
survive and grow in the future.
Nezus,

"I've found that there

He was involved in a local chapter and as Ohio State Sponsor

people to join any organization
that they can help or are interested in. We need to be looking

Chair. He was also a national
director and was on the Ducks

Unlimited National Shooting

to the future. If we don't tell

Committee.

the story, if we don't get others
involved, the sports may die in
the future," Goodwin said.

Goodwin's love of turkey
hunting led him to join
the National Wild Turkey
Federation (NWTF). He served
on the Ohio NWTF State

Committee and then chaired
the NWTF National Shooting
Committee. Later he was on
the national board of directors,
vice president, and president
of NWTF. He continued to be
involved with NWTF throughout his life and even chaired
the NWTF Golden Spurs group,

comprised of former national
board members.

directol said Coodwin made

a

lasting mark on the NWTF and
the outdoors community.
"We lost a true gentleman of

conservation

In addition to hunting,
For more than 60 years,
Goodwin was involved in

in our country,"

Dickey said. "He was so conservation-minded and so focused

Goodwin also enjoyed shooting
sporting clays. He was one of

the founders of the Ohio State

conservation, outreach, and
education efforts to support
wildlife, hunting, and shooting
in Ohio and natidhally.

Sporting Clays Association
(OSCA). In 2005, he was
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Joyce Waters, president of
OSCA, expressed the group's

on giving back to the outdoors
interests that he loved."

One of the initiatives

founded by Goodwin was the

Shawn Dickey, NWTF regional

are

many elder participants in the
shooting and hunting community who are retiring or dying.
And, they are not perpetuating the sports. I so eircourage

Partnership Hunt, which Dickey
said was one of the only events

of its kind in the nation. Each
year, Goodwin organized an
event where the top 10 Ohio
NWTF scholarship recipients
in the state would participate
in a guided turkey hunt. He
arranged for some of the top
turkey guides in the state to
take these youngsters hunting.
He also lined up sponsors to
ensure that the kids' expenses
were paid.

Dickey said the Partnership
Hunt will continue to be held in

inducted into the OSCA Hall of
Fame.

gratitude for Goodwin's involvement over the yeari.
"We so appreciate what Gene
started with the Ohio Sporting
Clays Association. We want to
say thank you for giving us the
opportunity to bring this sport
to more people across Ohio."
Waters and Dickey said that
Goodwin was appreciated not

only for the work he did for
conservation organizations
in Ohio, but also for his warm
personality.

"Even for

all his accolades,

he was a very humble person.
The least we can do is recognize Gene and all that he did,"
Waters said.
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Goodwin merged his love of
turkey hunting with his love of
sporting clays shooting to benefit both pursuits. He started the

NWTF's largest sporting clays
fundraising shoot, called The
Tirrkey Shoot, which celebrated

its 25th anniversary in

2019.

Proceeds from that event, and
others held across the country,

help support the NWTF's youth

programs and their Wheelin'
Sportsmen program for hunters
with disabilities. Here in Ohio,

one of the largest statewide
NWTF fundraising events is the
Gene Goodwin Mid America
Cup, held annually at Hill 'n
Dale Club in Medina County.
In addition to his involvement in DU, NWTF, and OSCA,

Goodwin was a 32-degree

Mason, a member of the St.
Paris Lions Club, past member
of the Tipp City Board of
Education, and a member of
the St. Paris United Methodist
Church. He was also a member

o{ the Sportsmens Alliance,
National Rif le Association,
Ohio Gun Collectors, Clark
County Sportsman Club Quail
Unlimited, Pheasants Forever,
and Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association.

Goodwin is survived by his

wife, Shirley (Bowen), two
daughters, Kathy and Karen,

and one sory Doug. Gene and
Shirley have four grandchildren
Craig, ]amie, Ethan, and Kaylee.

There will be a celebration
of life planned at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the St. Paris
United Methodist Church,
P.O Box 564, St. Paris, Ohio, or

the Champaign County Ghost
Gobblers Chapter of the NWTF.

